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. Dr. Cyril axnes "who was in
‘charge of Soblens treatment .
‘told newsmen Soblen’s death :
iwas due not o the drugs he
had taken but rather to “ex-
haustion follow;fg convulsions
and damage to thé brain, pre~
sumably caused by. ﬁemor- .
thage.” #e i
Dr. Bernes gxplained thal
Soblen had taken a quick-
acting barbiturate and “it had
been eliminated from the hody
chemically 4 houxs “before
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Later ySob]ens wif(; WE. 'm very effective in keeding the
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mitted to the hospital as & ¢ -
patient. A spokesman said: sh&* Scotland Yard homicide de

irtectives were called in to track
Waghbeem"l;;fglggcéigm Sllgglilémia ‘idown the person who smuggled

i ithe lethal drug to Spblen. Of-
lwhich Soblen claimed was kill- .
ing hi as one factor in his | Ulclals at Brixton Prison hos

gase, Dr, Baxnes sadd, but “ +pital, where Soblen was held

‘the overdogse ba nfpj,éh*appcned
Dr. Soblen might have Jived for {qocieny
some yeays,” Leéukemia is ¢an-" " No official explanation was

cer of the blood. . |glven for the assignment of

Due to Exhaustion ;homicide men, but one source
¢ Exhaustio . isugftsfed a murder charge
~The death was due to ﬁx jmight be filed under the sui-
haustlon following convu]Slons, ,cxde act, which deals with

{after hemorrhage “which ‘may criminal liability for complicity
have been related to the leu- i gnother’s death.
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insistéd ever sincg his
that he was innogent. S
A spokesman_for the’ cor-
i id an inquest
. Thursday
_suburban

REIRRAI A
War
« He denied. vehemently that

L é}ﬁhe ever engaged in espionage,
| “or. anythmg remotely con-.

nected with it.”

over secref‘“‘(fata to Soviet

y,”| agents pver a span of two

nder
and that fos} of the evﬁence
is_infrodficél’ at a later date,
following a recess. ‘
Dr. Barne t Stross
ite House of Commo membe;
who suppor téd Dr. 11{3)

e
to kill h1m<self This Lime %b
viously he had made -yp his
mind he would rather die than
g0 back fo Americh.”

10-Week Battle Oyer  *

The death of the Né or
psychiatrist ended & Iﬁ—wéek
battle to escape deportation to
the United States, where he
was under life sentence as a
wartime spy. for the Soviet
Union.

Soblen took an overdose of
barbiturates apparently Just be-
fore he was put in an ambu-
lance last Thursday to be taken
to a plane for the United States.

En route to London airport
he lapsed inte unconsciousness
in the ambulance. At the air-
port he was transferred to an-
other ambulance and rushed to
nearby Hillingdon Hospital.

He never regained conscious-
ness, and on Saturday he de-
veloped convulsions which per-
sisted. His doctors said this was
evidence of brain damage, ap-
parently resulting from a short-
age of oxygen. The doctors ex-
plained the overdose of bar-
biturates reduced the supply of
oxygen to the brain amd prob-
ably caused a brain hem
rhage. :

Post-Mortem Scheduled

Hospital authorities said the
body would be taken to nearby
Kingston Lane Mortuary and
& postlmortem would be held
‘later today.
© Boblen was a physician af-
flicted with, leukemig;  a nat-|
uralized American copvicted, o}
biting the hand that gave hl
shelter; a Communist who a

sep 11 198

1 Return. I,sra, el g

{third brother,

fg‘g‘cgg;je; mcludmg wartime in-|

¢ the New York]
7els of the Qffice of

. He was,
m pI‘lSOIl

1 -appeals judges and:
th?%mﬁp ed States Supreme
CO\}.!:&,,; consjdered the proof
y Soblen was denied a
~and the Supreme
used to review his

J... That was Ihe background of
» Soblen’s flight last June 25 to

Isrgel wher;:"-as a Jew, he
A the right to a

: 1rgsted him for:
entering with false documents

1—the Cang passport of a
dead  BYother—and -expelled
him. : .

Soblen wis, born November i}

17, 1900, into the numerous &nd :

wealthy Squelviomu» family of’
Lithuania, 3" little Baltic state:
which was fhen a part cf

Cgzarist Ruﬁﬁl& but, had . 22
years of  freedom between;
world wars. - L i

Soblen and hlS younger

brother, Jack, joined the Com-]
Q’mmst Party in.1919 while at,
.school in. Germany. The trialJ
court was told that Soblen was
so
that he went to Moscow 'in|
1925 and beéame a Sovxet
citizen.

‘When the Soviet Union took
over Lithuaffa at the begin-|
ning of World War II the
Sobelvicious family lost all its
properties. Soviet' authorities
permitted the:family to emi-|
grate to Amerfca

Some 15 famfly members, in-
cluding Jaeck and Robert,
landed "in the United States
October 20, 1941. They spread,
out to New- York Boston and

"I Montreal,
P % w}‘i

*Robert assumed the name
Soblen. Jack used Soble. A
deras, continued’
dsing the family name untll
his death in Canada.

Soblen had studied medicine
in Berlin and Bern and in 1944
opened a psychiatric practice
in New York City. He later be~
cgme the supervising psychia-

bist at the Rockland State

ospital in Orangeburg, N. Y.,
ahd was a member, with about
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Soblen’s wife, Ding,  also is
a psychiatrist. She later Joined
the 'Rockland I}ijos 41" staff.
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illness that included 108 |
of nuts and-bolts in a €]
attempt, Jack was a staf ’Wii

i tivities in the United States.

_iCommunists, were sent alopg!

iMrs. F

intense a party member]

‘Supreme Court

ness for the United States Gov=}
ernment at the four-week ti]
of his brother in 1961.
Swallowing pills to kill pa{n
of the blood disease 1yitipHatic’
leukemia, .Soblen hearcl” Jack
tell this story:
The family was permiffed ic
leave Lithuania under B¥ &~
rangement with Lavrenti Béfig,
then chief of the Soviet sebz_'qt_
police, that Jack and Robert:
‘would engage in espionage “&¢-;

i }

The others of the family, non-{

tas cqverups. The two brothe:‘s
‘laun&hed separate spy rings i
1941, Jack’s group was Mti-

5garded as g paid spy who be-
‘trayed the country which gave
+him and his family hospitality

iitions were made for Soblen and

re, with the help of de-_
attorneys paid by Britishy
gévéfnment funds, he staged a
10-week legal battle to avoid

retum to the Umted States

N Turned down by British ,éburts,g

he appealed vainly to Home
Secretary Henry Brooke {o can-
cel a’'deportation order.

Left-Wing Supporter

“T readily admit that up to
the age of 45 I was a supporter
of the left wing in politics, but:

+1at no time did I engage in.

{ espionage or anything remotely:
4 connected with it,” he told Mr
| Brooke in a statement.

“It may be asked why I, a;
person who is to die (of Ieukeﬁ
mia), should be so desperately:
anxious to prove my innocence’
before my death. :

“It is in order that when the
history of this period comes to
be. written I should not be re-

at the time of his greatest
need.”

Mr. Brooke was unmoved. He
ordered Soblen’s deportation as
soon as practicable. Reserva-

a, British police surgeon on a
Pan American Boeing 707 leav-
ing London for New York Sep-
tember 6. But the overdose of
barbiturates sent him to the
hospital instead, and ultimately

mately connected with Soviet!
embasmeg ‘in many world
capitals. :
A conjgssed undercover agent,
nne Beker, testified
she obtatfred information from
08S filed and passed it on to
Soblen''tat cloak-and-dagger
meetings in New York's Cen-
tral Park. .
Soblen denied everythlng and
asked frequently for  recesses
on grounds of his illness, which
physieians told, the ceurt would |

kill him within a. &ear !

Wife Pleﬂged

In sentehcihe q‘pioi i’ August
7, 1961, to life, Uniled States
Distriet Court Judg Hiam
'B. Herlands said Hhe was a

Fpotential mass murfleref and a

spy “no matter what_his health
may be.” Soblen cb]Iapsed

He was freed on.. $100,0d0
bail pending appeals.

Mrs. Soblen pledged, her life
savings and her pension to raise
$40,000 and two wealthy New
Yorkers loaned her the remain-
ing $60,000, saying they wanted
to further c¢ivil'liberties.

Soblen ' jumped the bail to
flee' to Israel via an Air Prance
airliner after the United States
“turned down
his. appeal for review. Soblen’s
bail was declared forfeited in
New York Court.

He was arrested in Tel Aviv
June: 28. Expelled aboard a
New York-bound Israeli El-Al
aivliner 'July 1, Soblen slashed

Bolbs B

tray to win a landing fn "Tof-
don.

to his death. -




